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Synopsis

A riveting memoir of a girl’s painful coming-of-age in a wealthy Chinese family during the 1940s.A
Chinese proverb says, "Falling leaves return to their roots." In Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah
returns to her roots to tell the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph and courage in
the face of despair. Adeline’s affluent, powerful family considers her bad luck after her mother dies
giving birth to her. Life does not get any easier when her father remarries. She and her siblings are
subjected to the disdain of her stepmother, while her stepbrother and stepsister are spoiled.
Although Adeline wins prizes at school, they are not enough to compensate for what she really
yearns for -- the love and understanding of her family.Following the success of the critically
acclaimed adult bestseller Falling Leaves, this memoir is a moving telling of the classic Cinderella
story, with Adeline Yen Mah providing her own courageous voice. Includes 6-page photo

insert.From the Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

Chinese Cinderella, by Adeline Yen Mah is a beautifully written, tragic, and moving true story of an
unwanted daughter. Adeline Yen Mah tells the story of her bitter childhood in a touching and
powerful way that makes you fall into the book and hang onto every word. The book takes place in

China at the end of W.W.II and during the time when Communism is invading. Adeline’s mother dies



giving birth to her and her family blames her for the death of her mother. Her father then marries an
evil, powerful, and rich, French-Chinese woman who despises Adeline from the day they meet. The
stepmother takes away everything dear to her (including the only person who ever loved her) and
greatly favors her siblings over her. She tries to disown Adeline from the family. Throughout the
book little Adeline shows tremendous courage overcoming struggles and hardships from the age of
four. | highly recommend this book because of its captivating emotional detail and because of its
China’s history is woven into the story and hidden between lines. | also recommend the book
because of the horrible truth that the story is real. Adeline Yen Mah describes her feelings about her
situation so vividly, that it is almost like you can see into this little child’s mind and heart. | truly
respect her ability to reopen a wound that is not yet healed and bring these memories to the
surface, while trying to find words to express them to the reader. For, example, when her parents
(her father and her stepmother) first took her away from her home in Tianjin to go to Shanghai
without her Aunt Baba, little Adeline is terrified and lonely.
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